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Class Section 2: The Gifts of the Holy Spirit

In the previous class you read how the Lord sent the Holy Spirit to

His first disciples and the effect it had in their lives. Now we're going
to look at the gifts of the Spirit and how these can make a difference
in your life.
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There are nine basic gifts of the Spirit:
Discernment
Knowledge
Wisdom
Faith.
Prophecy
Healings
Miracles

The ability to speak in different kinds of languages
(tongues)

The ability to interpret those languages




The Lord chooses which gifts to give to whom.

1. Discernment

Discernment is defined as "keenness of insight or
judgment"—the ability to perceive the spirit and
intent behind what others say or do.

2. Knowledge

The spiritual gift of knowledge goes far beyond
mental knowledge; it's getting a glimpse of the
heart and mind of God. You know things you
wouldn't otherwise know.




3. Wisdom

What is wisdom?—How to use the
knowledge of God! It's one thing to know
things, that's knowledge, and that's good,
that's one of the gifts of the Spirit, but it's
another thing to know how to use that
knowledge, and that's wisdom, another gift
of the Spirit.

4. Faith

The gift of faith is not very obvious. You can't
see it; you can't tell what color it is; you can't
hear it. But you can certainly tell by the way
people act how much faith they've got.

Every child of God is given a measure of
faith. Our faith grows every time we read,
absorb, and act upon the Word of God. But
to have especially great faith for certain
things is a gift of the Holy Spirit.

5. Prophecy

The gift of prophecy is that of receiving messages from
the Lord. The Lord wants to speak to us to guide and
encourage us.




6./7. Healing and miracles

Jesus still performs miracles for
and through His followers
today—miracles of healing and
other events.

8. Tongues

The gift of tongues is the ability to speak, pray, or
praise God in one or more unlearned languages.

9. Interpretation of tongues

Sometimes tongues are meant to
be understood by the Lord alone,
but other times they convey
messages that the Lord wants
you and possibly others to
understand and benefit from.
The Lord can give you the
interpretation of the message in
tongues if you ask Him.




* Using God's gifts with the right motives

The main purpose of the Spirit's gifts is to help others and
ourselves to be closer to the Lord. These are gifts from a loving
heavenly Father to His children to help communicate
understanding of Himself and His Will.

Class Section 3: The Gifts of the Holy Spirit:
Questions and Answers

* Are the gifts of the Holy Spirit simply there for the asking,
or does the Lord decide who gets which gifts, and when?

Sometimes the Lord will give someone a certain gift without them
having specifically requested it. Most often, however, He'll give it in
response to our request.



* How and when can | expect
my new gift to first show itself?

\

If you ask for a gift, the Lord will
answer, but He will choose which
are the most important gifts for
you in your life and also the right
timing to manifest those gifts.

* What is the most important gift?

Love is the most important thing! Look what Paul saysin 1
Corinthians:
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