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DAY 1

Sin came into the world because of what one man did. And with sin came
death. So this is why all people must die—because all people have sinned.

So that one sin of Adam brought the punishment of death to all people. But
in the same way, Christ did something so good that it makes all people right
with God. And that brings them true life. One man disobeyed God and
many became sinners. But in the same way, one man obeyed God and many
will be made right.

Sin once used death to rule us. But God gave us more of his grace so that
grace could rule by making us right with him. And this brings us eternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord. (Romans 5:12,18-19, 21, ERV)



DAY 2

Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of

the LORD been revealed? He grew up before him like a tender shoot,
and like a root out of dry ground. He had no beauty or majesty to
attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire
him. He was despised and rejected by mankind, a man of

suffering, and familiar with pain. Like one from whom people

hide their faces he was despised, and we held him in low esteem.
Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered
him punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted.

But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our
iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by
his wounds we are healed. (Isaiah 53:1-5, NIV)



We had all wandered away like sheep. We had gone our own way.
And yet the LORD put all our guilt on him. He was treated badly, but
he never protested. He said nothing, like a lamb being led away to
be killed. He was like a sheep that makes no sound as its wool is
being cut off. He never opened his mouth to defend himself. He was
taken away by force and judged unfairly. The people of his time did
not even notice that he was killed. But he was put to death for the
sins of his people. He had done no wrong to anyone. He had never
even told a lie. But he was buried among the wicked. His tomb was
with the rich.

But the LORD was pleased with this humble servant who suffered
such pain...After his suffering he will see the light, and he will be
satisfied with what he experienced. The Lord says, “My servant,
who always does what is right, will make his people right with me;
he will take away their sins. ~“He was considered a criminal, but the
truth is, he carried away the sins of many. Now he will stand before
me and speak for those who have sinned.” (Isaiah 53:6-12, ERV)



DAY 4

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of
the Jewish ruling council. He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we
know that you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could
perform the signs you are doing if God were not with him.”

Jesus replied, “Very truly | tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God
unless they are born again.”

“How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely
they cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!”

Jesus answered, “Very truly | tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God
unless they are born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but
the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You
must be born again.’ ... Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness,
so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes may have
eternal life in him. For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For
God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save
the world through him.” (John 3:1-7, 14-17, NIV)



DAY 5

“I tell you the truth, those who listen to my message and believe
in God who sent me have eternal life. They will never be
condemned for their sins, but they have already passed from
death into life.

“And | assure you that the time is coming, indeed it’s here now,
when the dead will hear my voice—the voice of the Son of God.
And those who listen will live. The Father has life in himself, and
he has granted that same life-giving power to his Son. And he has
given him authority to judge everyone because he is the Son of
Man. Don’t be so surprised! Indeed, the time is coming when all
the dead in their graves will hear the voice of God’s Son, and they
will rise again. (John 5:24-29, NLT)



Now the Passover and the Festival of Unleavened Bread were only two days
away, and the chief priests and the teachers of the law were scheming to
arrest Jesus secretly and kill him. “But not during the festival,” they said, “or
the people may riot.”

While he was in Bethany, reclining at the table in the home of Simon the
Leper, a woman came with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume,
made of pure nard. She broke the jar and poured the perfume on his head.

Some of those present were saying indignantly to one another, “Why this
waste of perfume? It could have been sold for more than a year’s wages and
the money given to the poor.” And they rebuked her harshly.

“Leave her alone,” said Jesus. “Why are you bothering her? She has done a
beautiful thing to me. The poor you will always have with you, and you can
help them any time you want. But you will not always have me. She did what
she could. She poured perfume on my body beforehand to prepare for my
burial. Truly | tell you, wherever the gospel is preached throughout the
world, what she has done will also be told, in memory of her.” (Mark 14:1-9,
NIV)



DAY 7

It was almost time for the Jewish Festival of Unleavened Bread,
called the Passover. The leading priests and teachers of the law
wanted to kill Jesus. But they were trying to find a quiet way to do
it, because they were afraid of what the people would do.

One of Jesus’ twelve apostles was named Judas Iscariot. Satan
entered him, and he went and talked with the leading priests and
some of the soldiers who guarded the Temple. He talked to them
about a way to hand Jesus over to them. The priests were very
happy about this. They promised to give Judas money for doing this.
He agreed. Then he waited for the best time to hand him over to
them. He wanted to do it when no one was around to see it. (Luke
22:1-6, ERV)



DAY 8

Jesus and his followers were coming closer to Jerusalem. But first they
stopped at Bethphage at the hill called the Mount of Olives. From there Jesus
sent two of his followers into town. He said to them, “Go to the town you can
see there. When you enter it, you will find a donkey with her colt. Untie them
both, and bring them to me. If anyone asks you why you are taking the
donkeys, tell them, ‘The Master needs them. He will send them back soon.””

This showed the full meaning of what the prophet said: “Tell the people of
Zion, ‘Now your king is coming to you. He is humble and riding on a donkey.
He is riding on a young donkey, born from a work animal.””

The followers went and did what Jesus told them to do. They brought the
mother donkey and the young donkey to him. They covered the donkeys with
their coats, and Jesus sat on them.

On the way to Jerusalem, many people spread their coats on the road for
Jesus. Others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the

road. Some of the people were walking ahead of Jesus. Others were walking
behind him. They all shouted, “Praise to the Son of David! Welcome! God
bless the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Praise to God in heaven!”
(Matthew 21:1-9, ERV)



DAY 9

Jesus went into the Temple area. He threw out all those who were
selling and buying things there. He turned over the tables that
belonged to those who were exchanging different kinds of money.
And he turned over the benches of those who were selling

doves. Jesus said to them, “The Scriptures say, ‘My Temple will be
called a house of prayer.” But you are changing it into a ‘hiding place
for thieves.”

Some blind people and some who were crippled came to Jesus in
the Temple area. Jesus healed them. The leading priests and the
teachers of the law saw the wonderful things he was doing. And
they saw the children praising him in the Temple area. The children
were shouting, “Praise to the Son of David.” All this made the priests
and the teachers of the law angry. They asked Jesus, “Do you hear
what these children are saying?” He answered, “Yes. The Scriptures
say, ‘You have taught children and babies to give praise.” Have you
not read that Scripture?” Then Jesus left them and went out of the
city to Bethany, where he spent the night. (Matthew 21:12-17, ERV)



The Day of Unleavened Bread came. This was the day when the
Jews always killed the lambs for the Passover. Jesus said to two of
his disciples, “Go and prepare the Passover meal for us to eat.”

They said to him, “Where do you want us to prepare the meal?”

He said to them, “When you go into the city, you will see a man
carrying a jar of water. Follow him. He will go into a house. Tell the
owner of the house, ‘The Teacher asks that you please show us the
room where he and his followers can eat the Passover meal.” Then
the owner will show you a large room upstairs that is ready for us.
Prepare the meal there.”

So Peter and John left. Everything happened the way Jesus said. So
they prepared the Passover meal. (Luke 22:7-13, ERV)



DAY 11

The time came for them to eat the Passover meal. Jesus and the
apostles were together at the table. Jesus said to them, “l wanted
very much to eat this Passover meal with you before | die. | will
never eat another Passover meal until it is given its full meaning in
God’s kingdom.”

Then Jesus took a cup of wine. He gave thanks to God for it and
said, “Take this cup and give it to everyone here. | will never drink
wine again until God’s kingdom comes.”

Then he took some bread and thanked God for it. He broke off
some pieces, gave them to the apostles and said, “This bread is my
body that | am giving for you. Eat this to remember me.” In the
same way, after supper, Jesus took the cup of wine and said, “This
wine represents the new agreement from God to his people. It will
begin when my blood is poured out for you.” (Luke 22:14-20, ERV)



DAY 12

Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and
that he had come from God and was returning to God; so he got up
from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel
around his waist. After that, he poured water into a basin and
began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that
was wrapped around him.

When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and
returned to his place. “Do you understand what | have done for
you?” he asked them. “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,” and rightly
so, for that is what | am. Now that |, your Lord and Teacher, have
washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. | have
set you an example that you should do as | have done for you. Very
truly | tell you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a
messenger greater than the one who sent him. Now that you know
these things, you will be blessed if you do them. (John 13:3-5, 12-
17, NIV)



DAY 13

After Jesus said these things, he felt very troubled. He said openly, “Believe
me when | say that one of you will hand me over to my enemies.”

His followers all looked at each other. They did not understand who Jesus was
talking about. One of the followers was next to Jesus and was leaning close to
him. This was the one Jesus loved very much. Simon Peter made signs to this
follower to ask Jesus who he was talking about. That follower leaned closer
to Jesus and asked, “Lord, who is it?”

Jesus answered him, “I will dip this bread into the dish. The man | give it to is
the one.” So Jesus took a piece of bread, dipped it, and gave it to Judas
Iscariot, the son of Simon. When Judas took the bread, Satan entered him.
Jesus said to Judas, “What you will do—do it quickly!”

No one at the table understood why Jesus said this to Judas. Since Judas was
the one in charge of the money, some of them thought that Jesus meant for
him to go and buy some things they needed for the feast. Or they thought
that Jesus wanted him to go give something to the poor. Judas ate the bread
Jesus gave him. Then he immediately went out. It was night. (John 13:21-30,
ERV)



DAY 14

When Judas was gone, Jesus said, “Now is the time for the Son of
Man to receive his glory. And God will receive glory through him. If
God receives glory through him, he will give glory to the Son
through himself. And that will happen very soon.”

Jesus said, “My children, | will be with you only a short time more.
You will look for me, but | tell you now what | told the Jewish
leaders: Where | am going you cannot come. | give you a new
command: Love each other. You must love each other just as |
loved you. All people will know that you are my followers if you
love each other.” (John 13:31-35, ERV)



DAY 15

Jesus said, “Don’t be troubled. Trust in God, and trust in me. There are
many rooms in my Father’s house. | would not tell you this if it were not
true. | am going there to prepare a place for you. After | go and prepare a
place for you, | will come back. Then | will take you with me, so that you
can be where | am. You know the way to the place where | am going.”

Thomas said, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we
know the way?”

Jesus answered, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. The only way to the
Father is through me. If you really knew me, you would know my Father
too. But now you know the Father. You have seen him.”

Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father. That is all we need.”

Jesus answered, “Philip, | have been with you for a long time. So you
should know me. Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father too. So
why do you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Don’t you believe that | am in the
Father and the Father is in me? The things | have told you don’t come from
me. The Father lives in me, and he is doing his own work. Believe me when
| say that | am in the Father and the Father is in me. Or believe because of
the miracles | have done. (John 14:1-11, ERV)



| have loved you as the Father has loved me. Now continue in my
love. | have obeyed my Father’s commands, and he continues to
love me. In the same way, if you obey my commands, | will
continue to love you. | have told you these things so that you can
have the true happiness that | have. | want you to be completely
happy. This is what | command you: Love each other as | have
loved you. The greatest love people can show is to die for their
friends. You are my friends if you do what | tell you to do. | no
longer call you servants, because servants don’t know what their
master is doing. But now | call you friends, because | have told
you everything that my Father told me. (John 15:9-15, ERV)



“After a short time you won’t see me. Then after another short time you will
see me again.”

Some of the followers said to each other, “What does he mean when he
says, ‘After a short time you won’t see me. Then after another short time
you will see me again’? And what does he mean when he says, ‘Because | am
going to the Father’?” They also asked, “What does he mean by ‘a short
time’? We don’t understand what he is saying.”

Jesus saw that the followers wanted to ask him about this. So he said to
them, “Are you asking each other what | meant when | said, ‘After a short
time you won’t see me. Then after another short time you will see me
again’? The truth is, you will cry and be sad, but the world will be happy. You
will be sad, but then your sadness will change to happiness.

“When a woman gives birth to a baby, she has pain, because her time has
come. But when her baby is born, she forgets the pain. She forgets because
she is so happy that a child has been born into the world. It is the same with
you. Now you are sad, but | will see you again, and you will be happy. You will
have a joy that no one can take away. (John 16:16-22, ERV)



DAY 18

After saying all these things, Jesus looked up to heaven and said, “Father,
the hour has come. Glorify your Son so he can give glory back to you. For
you have given him authority over everyone. He gives eternal life to each
one you have given him. And this is the way to have eternal life—to know
you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, the one you sent to earth. |
brought glory to you here on earth by completing the work you gave me to
do. Now, Father, bring me into the glory we shared before the world
began.

“l have revealed you to the ones you gave me from this world. They were
always yours. You gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now
they know that everything | have is a gift from you, for | have passed on to
them the message you gave me. They accepted it and know that | came
from you, and they believe you sent me.

“My prayer is not for the world, but for those you have given me, because
they belong to you. All who are mine belong to you, and you have given
them to me, so they bring me glory. Now | am departing from the world;
they are staying in this world, but | am coming to you. Holy Father, you
have given me your name; now protect them by the power of your name
so that they will be united just as we are. (John 17:1-11, NLT)



DAY 19

When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of
Olives. Then Jesus told them, “This very night you will all fall away
on account of me, for it is written: “‘I will strike the shepherd,

and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.” But after | have
risen, | will go ahead of you into Galilee.”

Peter replied, “Even if all fall away on account of you, | never
will.”

“Truly | tell you,” Jesus answered, “this very night, before the
rooster crows, you will disown me three times.”

But Peter declared, “Even if | have to die with you, | will never
disown you.” And all the other disciples said the same. (Matthew
26:30-35, NIV)



DAY 20

Then Jesus went with them to the olive grove called Gethsemane, and he
said, “Sit here while | go over there to pray.” He took Peter and Zebedee’s
two sons, James and John, and he became anguished and distressed. He told
them, “My soul is crushed with grief to the point of death. Stay here and
keep watch with me.”

He went on a little farther and bowed with his face to the ground, praying,
“My Father! If it is possible, let this cup of suffering be taken away from me.
Yet | want your will to be done, not mine.”

Then he returned to the disciples and found them asleep. He said to Peter,
“Couldn’t you watch with me even one hour? Keep watch and pray, so that
you will not give in to temptation. For the spirit is willing, but the body is
weak!”

Then Jesus left them a second time and prayed, “My Father! If this cup
cannot be taken away unless | drink it, your will be done.” When he returned
to them again, he found them sleeping, for they couldn’t keep their eyes
open.

So he went to pray a third time, saying the same things again. Then he came
to the disciples and said, “Go ahead and sleep. Have your rest. But look—the
time has come. The Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners.”
(Matthew 26:36-46, NLT)



DAY 21

While he was still speaking a crowd came up, and the man who was
called Judas, one of the Twelve, was leading them. He approached
Jesus to kiss him, but Jesus asked him, “Judas, are you betraying the
Son of Man with a kiss?”

When Jesus’ followers saw what was going to happen, they said,
“Lord, should we strike with our swords?” And one of them struck
the servant of the high priest, cutting off his right ear. But Jesus
answered, “No more of this!” And he touched the man’s ear and
healed him.

Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the temple
guard, and the elders, who had come for him, “Am | leading a
rebellion, that you have come with swords and clubs? Every day |
was with you in the temple courts, and you did not lay a hand on
me. But this is your hour—when darkness reigns.” (Luke 22:47-53,
NIV)



Then the people who had
arrested Jesus led him to the
home of Caiaphas, the high priest,
where the teachers of religious
law and the elders had

gathered. Meanwhile, Peter
followed him at a distance and
came to the high priest’s
courtyard. He went in and sat
with the guards and waited to see
how it would all end.

Inside, the leading priests and the entire high council were trying to find
witnesses who would lie about Jesus, so they could put him to death. But even
though they found many who agreed to give false witness, they could not use
anyone’s testimony. Finally, two men came forward who declared, “This man
said, ‘l am able to destroy the Temple of God and rebuild it in three days.”

Then the high priest stood up and said to Jesus, “Well, aren’t you going to
answer these charges? What do you have to say for yourself?” 63 But Jesus
remained silent. Then the high priest said to him, “I demand in the name of
the living God—tell us if you are the Messiah, the Son of God.”

Jesus replied, “You have said it. And in the future you will see the Son of Man
seated in the place of power at God'’s right hand and coming on the clouds of
heaven.”

Then the high priest tore his clothing to show his horror and said, “Blasphemy!
Why do we need other witnesses? You have all heard his blasphemy. What is
your verdict?”

“Guilty!” they shouted. “He deserves to die!” Then they began to spit in Jesus’
face and beat him with their fists. And some slapped him, jeering, “Prophesy
to us, you Messiah! Who hit you that time?” (Matthew 26:57-67, NLT)



DAY 23
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Meanwhile, Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant girl came
over and said to him, “You were one of those with Jesus the Galilean.”

But Peter denied it in front of everyone. “I don’t know what you’re talking
about,” he said.

Later, out by the gate, another servant girl noticed him and said to those
standing around, “This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” Again Peter
denied it, this time with an oath. “I don’t even know the man,” he said.

A little later some of the other bystanders came over to Peter and said,
“You must be one of them; we can tell by your Galilean accent.” Peter
swore, “A curse on me if I'm lying—I don’t know the man!” And
immediately the rooster crowed.

Suddenly, Jesus’ words flashed through Peter’s mind: “Before the rooster
crows, you will deny three times that you even know me.” And he went
away, weeping bitterly. (Matthew 26:69-75, NLT)



DAY 24

Very early in the morning the leading priests and the elders of the people
met again to lay plans for putting Jesus to death. Then they bound him, led
him away, and took him to Pilate, the Roman governor.

When Judas, who had betrayed him, realized that Jesus had been
condemned to die, he was filled with remorse. So he took the thirty pieces
of silver back to the leading priests and the elders. “I have sinned,” he
declared, “for | have betrayed an innocent man.”

“What do we care?” they retorted. “That’s your problem.”

Then Judas threw the silver coins down in the Temple and went out and
hanged himself.

The leading priests picked up the coins. “It wouldn’t be right to put this
money in the Temple treasury,” they said, “since it was payment for murder.”
After some discussion they finally decided to buy the potter’s field, and they
made it into a cemetery for foreigners. That is why the field is still called the
Field of Blood. This fulfilled the prophecy of Jeremiah that says, “They

took the thirty pieces of silver—the price at which he was valued by the
people of Israel, and purchased the potter’s field, as the LorD directed.”
(Matthew 27:1-10, NLT)



DAY 25

Then the Jewish leaders took Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of the
Roman governor. By now it was early morning, and to avoid ceremonial
uncleanness they did not enter the palace, because they wanted to be able
to eat the Passover. So Pilate came out to them and asked, “What charges
are you bringing against this man?”

“If he were not a criminal,” they replied, “we would not have handed him
over to you.”

Pilate said, “Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law.”

“But we have no right to execute anyone,” they objected. This took place
to fulfill what Jesus had said about the kind of death he was going to die.

Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him,
“Are you the king of the Jews?”

“Is that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others talk to you about me?”

“Am | a Jew?” Pilate replied. “Your own people and chief priests handed
you over to me. What is it you have done?”

Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would
fight to prevent my arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is
from another place.”

“You are a king, then!” said Pilate.

Jesus answered, “You say that | am a king. In fact, the reason | was born
and came into the world is to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of
truth listens to me.” (John 18:28-37, NIV)



DAY 26

Every year at Passover time the
governor would free one prisoner—
whichever one the people wanted him
to free. At that time there was a man
in prison who was known to be very
bad. His name was Barabbas. When a
crowd gathered, Pilate said to them, “I
will free one man for you. Which one
do you want me to free: Barabbas or
Jesus who is called the Messiah?”

Pilate knew that they had handed
Jesus over to him because they were
jealous of him. But the leading priests
and older Jewish leaders told the
people to ask for Barabbas to be set

free and for Jesus to be killed.
Pilate said, “I have Barabbas and Jesus. Which one do you want me to set

free for you?”

The people answered, “Barabbas!”

Pilate asked, “So what should | do with Jesus, the one called the Messiah?”

All the people said, “Kill him on a cross!”

Pilate asked, “Why do you want me to kill him? What wrong has he done?”

But they shouted louder, “Kill him on a cross!”

Pilate saw that there was nothing he could do to make the people change.
In fact, it looked as if there would be a riot. So he took some water and
washed his hands in front of them all. He said, “I am not guilty of this man’s
death. You are the ones who are doing it!” The people answered, “We will
take full responsibility for his death. You can blame us and even our children!”

Then Pilate set Barabbas free. And he told some soldiers to beat Jesus with
whips. Then he handed him over to the soldiers to be killed on a cross.
(Matthew 27:15-18, 20-26, ERV)




DAY 27

The soldiers took Jesus. He carried his own cross to a place called “The Place
of the Skull.” (In Aramaic the name of this place is “Golgotha.”) There they
nailed Jesus to the cross. They also nailed two other men to crosses. They put
them on each side of Jesus with him in the middle.

Pilate told them to write a sign and put it on the cross. The sign said, “ JESUS OF
NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS.” The sign was written in Aramaic, in Latin, and
in Greek. Many of the Jews read this sign, because the place where Jesus was
nailed to the cross was near the city.

The leading Jewish priests said to Pilate, “Don’t write, ‘The King of the Jews.
But write, ‘This man said, | am the King of the Jews.”” Pilate answered, “I will
not change what | have written.” (John 19:16-22, ERV)



DAY 28

The crowd watched and the leaders scoffed. “He saved others,” they said,
“let him save himself if he is really God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.” The
soldiers mocked him, too, by offering him a drink of sour wine. They called
out to him, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!”

One of the criminals hanging beside him scoffed, “So you’re the Messiah, are
you? Prove it by saving yourself—and us, too, while you’re at it!”

But the other criminal protested, “Don’t you fear God even when you have
been sentenced to die? We deserve to die for our crimes, but this man
hasn’t done anything wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you
come into your Kingdom.”

And Jesus replied, “l assure you, today you will be with me in paradise.”
(Luke 23:35-37,39-43, NLT)



DAY 29

At noon the whole country became dark. The darkness continued for three
hours. About three o’clock Jesus cried out loudly, “Eli, Eli, lema
sabachthani?” This means “My God, my God, why have you left me alone?”

Some of the people standing there heard this. They said, “He is calling
Elijah.” Quickly, one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled the sponge with
sour wine and tied the sponge to a stick. Then he used the stick to give the
sponge to Jesus to get a drink from it. But the others said, “Don’t bother
him. We want to see if Elijah will come to save him.”

Again Jesus cried out loudly and then died.

When Jesus died, the curtain in the Temple was torn into two pieces. The
tear started at the top and tore all the way to the bottom. Also, the earth
shook and rocks were broken.

The army officer and the soldiers guarding Jesus saw this earthquake and
everything that happened. They were very afraid and said, “He really was the
Son of God!” (Matthew 27:45-51,54, ERV)



Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. Now Joseph
was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly because he feared the Jewish leaders.
With Pilate’s permission, he came and took the body away. He was
accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus at night.
Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds.
Taking Jesus’ body, the two of them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of
linen. This was in accordance with Jewish burial customs. At the place where
Jesus was crucified, there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb, in
which no one had ever been laid. Because it was the Jewish day of
Preparation and since the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there.

The next day, the one after Preparation Day, the chief priests and the
Pharisees went to Pilate. “Sir,” they said, “we remember that while he was
still alive that deceiver said, ‘After three days | will rise again.” So give the
order for the tomb to be made secure until the third day. Otherwise, his
disciples may come and steal the body and tell the people that he has been
raised from the dead. This last deception will be worse than the first.”

“Take a guard,” Pilate answered. “Go, make the tomb as secure as you know
how.” So they went and made the tomb secure by putting a seal on the stone
and posting the guard. (John 19:38-42; Matthew 27:62-66 NIV)



But very early on Sunday morning the women went to the tomb, taking the
spices they had prepared. They found that the stone had been rolled away
from the entrance. So they went in, but they didn’t find the body of the Lord
Jesus.

As they stood there puzzled, two men suddenly appeared to them, clothed in
dazzling robes. The women were terrified and bowed with their faces to the
ground. Then the men asked, “Why are you looking among the dead for
someone who is alive? He isn’t here! He is risen from the dead! Remember
what he told you back in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be betrayed into
the hands of sinful men and be crucified, and that he would rise again on the
third day.” Then they remembered that he had said this.

So they rushed back from the tomb to tell his eleven disciples—and everyone
else—what had happened. It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother
of James, and several other women who told the apostles what had
happened. But the story sounded like nonsense to the men, so they didn’t
believe it. However, Peter jumped up and ran to the tomb to look. Stooping,
he peered in and saw the empty linen wrappings; then he went home again,
wondering what had happened. (Luke 24:1-12, NLT)
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The day was Sunday, and that same evening the followers were together.
They had the doors locked because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders.
Suddenly, Jesus was standing there among them. He said, “Peace be with
you!” But the whole group was startled and frightened, thinking they were
seeing a ghost!

“Why are you frightened?” he asked. “Why are your hearts filled with
doubt? Look at my hands. Look at my feet. You can see that it’s really me.
Touch me and make sure that | am not a ghost, because ghosts don’t have
bodies, as you see that | do.” As he spoke, he showed them his hands and
his feet.

Still they stood there in disbelief, filled with joy and wonder. Then he
asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of
broiled fish, and he ate it as they watched.

Then he said, “When | was with you before, | told you that everything
written about me in the law of Moses and the prophets and in the Psalms
must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the
Scriptures. And he said, “Yes, it was written long ago that the Messiah
would suffer and die and rise from the dead on the third day. It was also
written that this message would be proclaimed in the authority of his name
to all the nations, beginning in Jerusalem: ‘There is forgiveness of sins for
all who repent.’ You are witnesses of all these things. (John 20:19, Luke
24:37-48, ERV),
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Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the
disciples when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the
Lord!” But he said to them, “Unless | see the nail marks in his hands and put
my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, | will not
believe.”

A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with
them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, “Peace be with you!” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see
my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and
believe.”

Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”

Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed
are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” (John 20:24-29, NIV)
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Later, Jesus appeared again to his followers by Lake Galilee. This is how it
happened: Some of the followers were together—Simon Peter, Thomas
(called Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the two sons of Zebedee,
and two other followers. Simon Peter said, “I am going out to fish.”

The other followers said, “We will go with you.” So all of them went out
and got into the boat. They fished that night but caught nothing.

Early the next morning Jesus stood on the shore. But the followers did not
know it was Jesus. Then he said to them, “Friends, have you caught any
fish?”

They answered, “No.”

He said, “Throw your net into the water on the right side of your boat.
You will find some fish there.” So they did this. They caught so many fish that
they could not pull the net back into the boat.

The follower Jesus loved very much said to Peter, “That man is the Lord!”
When Peter heard him say it was the Lord, he wrapped his coat around
himself. (He had taken his clothes off to work.) Then he jumped into the
water. The other followers went to shore in the boat. They pulled the net full
of fish. They were not very far from shore, only about 100 yards. When they
stepped out of the boat and onto the shore, they saw a fire of hot coals.
There were fish on the fire and some bread there too. ...Jesus said to them,
“Come and eat.” (John 21:1-9,12, ERV)



Then the eleven disciples left for Galilee, going to the mountain where Jesus
had told them to go. Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all
authority in heaven and on earth. Therefore, go and make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy

Spirit. Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands | have given you.

And be sure of this: | am with you always, even to the end of the age.”

When the apostles were with Jesus, they kept asking him, “Lord, has the time
come for you to free Israel and restore our kingdom?” He replied, “The Father
alone has the authority to set those dates and times, and they are not for you
to know. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you.
And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in
Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

After saying this, he was taken up into a cloud while they were watching, and
they could no longer see him. As they strained to see him rising into heaven,
two white-robed men suddenly stood among them. “Men of Galilee,” they
said, “why are you standing here staring into heaven? Jesus has been taken
from you into heaven, but someday he will return from heaven in the same
way you saw him go!” (Matthew 28:16, 18-20, Acts 1:6-11, NLT)
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Let me now remind you, dear brothers and sisters, of the Good News |
preached to you before. You welcomed it then, and you still stand firm in
it. It is this Good News that saves you if you continue to believe the
message | told you...

| passed on to you what was most important and what had also been
passed on to me. Christ died for our sins, just as the Scriptures said. He was
buried, and he was raised from the dead on the third day, just as the
Scriptures said. He was seen by Peter and then by the Twelve. After that, he
was seen by more than 500 of his followers at one time, most of whom are
still alive, though some have died. Then he was seen by James and later by
all the apostles. Last of all, as though | had been born at the wrong time, |
also saw him. (1 Corinthians 15:1-8, NLT)



DAY 37

If our hope in Christ is only for this life here on earth, then people
should feel more sorry for us than for anyone else. But Christ really
has been raised from death—the first one of all those who will be
raised. Death comes to people because of what one man did. But
now there is resurrection from death because of another man. |
mean that in Adam all of us die. And in the same way, in Christ all of
us will be made alive again.

But everyone will be raised to life in the right order. Christ was first
to be raised. Then, when Christ comes again, those who belong to
him will be raised to life. Then the end will come. Christ will destroy
all rulers, authorities, and powers. Then he will give the kingdom to
God the Father.

Christ must rule until God puts all enemies under his control. The
last enemy to be destroyed will be death. (1 Corinthians 15:19-26,
ERV)



Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood,
He Himself likewise shared in the same, that through death He
might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the
devil, and release those who through fear of death were all their
lifetime subject to bondage. -

Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His brethren, that
He might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in

things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the
people. For in that He Himself has suffered, being tempted, He is
able to aid those who are tempted. (Hebrews 2:14-15, 17-18,
NKJV)
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So now anyone who is in Christ Jesus is not judged guilty. That is because in
Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit that brings life made you free. It made you
free from the law that brings sin and death....God did what the law could
not do: He sent his own Son to earth with the same human life that
everyone else uses for sin. God sent him to be an offering to pay for sin. So
God used a human life to destroy sin.

For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received
the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit
Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if
children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ. (Romans 8:1-3,
ERV; Romans 8:15-17, NKJV)
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But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, with the greater
and more perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that is, not of this
creation. Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He
entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal
redemption. For if the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of a heifer,
sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh, how much
more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered
Himself without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to
serve the living God? And for this reason He is the Mediator of the new
covenant, by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions
under the first covenant, that those who are called may receive the promise
of the eternal inheritance.

And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment, so
Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait
for Him He will appear a second time, apart from sin, for salvation. (Hebrews
9:11-15, 27-28, NKJV)
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